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Minutes of Naas Municipal District 
held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, 15 November 2016 
in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

___________________________ 

 
Members Present:  Councillor F. Brett (Mayor) 

Councillors A Breen, D Callaghan, B Hillis, C Kelly, S Moore, S 

O’Neill and R Power 

 
Apologies:   Councillor D Scully 

 
Officials Present:  Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager), Mr J Boland (Director of  

    Service), Ms E Wright (Senior Executive Officer), Mr D Reel  

    (Municipal District Engineer), Ms. M McIvor (Meetings  

    Administrator) and Ms O Mooney (Meetings Secretary) 

_________________ 
 

NS01/1611 
Adjourned Questions – Councillor Power 

The members considered the following questions from Councillor Power which were 

adjourned from the October meeting and were omitted from the agenda in error.  A 

supplementary agenda issued and was circulated to the members at the meeting. 

 

Question 1 – Councillor Power 

Can the members be included in the preparation of projects in the municipal district to be 

proposed to the National Transport Authority for funding in 2017? 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the council continually updates the National Transport Authority (NTA) list 

of projects and schemes and engages with the NTA on an ongoing basis to maximise 

funding for the county. 

 

Question 2 – Councillor Power 

Can the council provide an update on the Naas Town Plan and outline opportunities for early 

stage input from both members and the public? 
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A report was received from the Planning Section informing the members that it was intended 

to commence work on a Local Area Plan for Naas in November 2016. Following a period of 

background search, the council would undertake public consultation to ascertain the views of 

the public and other interested parties, prior to the preparation of the Draft Local Area Plan.  

The Naas Municipal District members will be briefed prior to any consultation phase and any 

comments or suggestions made by members can be taken into consideration in preparing 

the consultation material (e.g. issues paper) and in developing a consultation strategy. 

 

The reports were noted by Councillor Power. 

 

NS02/1611 
Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the budgetary meeting and the monthly meeting 

held on 18 October 2016 together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor  Breen, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the 

minutes of the budgetary meeting and the monthly meeting held on 18 October 2016 be 

confirmed and taken as read. 

 

NS 03/1611 
Matters Arising 

Timeframe for construction stage of Sallins Playground (NS11/1610) 
Councillor Kelly asked whether this project would be finished by early Summer 2017 in time 

for children to use it during the summer months.  She was informed that that the tender 

would be progressed in the first quarter of 2017 followed by the Part 8 once the tender was 

complete and then construction would commence as quickly as possible thereafter. 

 

Footpath on the Kilcullen Road between Killashee Hotel and National School 
(NS05/1610) 
The District Engineer stated that the cost of this project would be €150,000 and a submission 

would be made to the National Transport Authority for funding. 

 

NS04/1611 
Update on the Schedule of Municipal District Works 

A report was received from the District Engineer informing the members of the current 

position in relation to the list of projects being undertaken by the Naas Municipal District 
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Office. Councillor Moore congratulated the District Engineer and contractors for work done to 

date and was very pleased with the outcome of work carried out so far. 

 

NS05/1611 
Pay Parking Arrangements for the Christmas Period 

A discussion ensued, and the members stated that the bye-laws would be amended in time 

for next Christmas to allow for limited parking in the town over the Christmas period to 

alleviate overnight parking or maybe free parking until 10 am each day. Ms Wright re-iterated 

that unauthorised parking would not be suspended, and that putting time limits at this stage 

for this Christmas might give mixed messages to people. She agreed that the best way 

forward would be to amend the bye-laws and the changes could then take place next 

Christmas 2017. She also stated that for this to work, enforcement would need to be 

examined further. This was noted by the members. Ms Wright informed the members that 

pay parking arrangements for Christmas are set out in the County Parking Policy and the 

members agreed to suspend pay parking from Monday 19 December 2016 to Monday 2 

January 2017. 

 

NS06/1611 
Survey to evaluate a One-Way Street System for Naas Town and Environs 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore: 

That the council engage transport consultants to undertake a survey of Naas Town Centre 

and Naas Town environs to evaluate the benefits or otherwise of a one-way street system to 

provide extra parking and a modern transport corridor for shoppers  and visitors to Naas. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that in addition to securing the necessary funding for such a study, the timing 

may be premature pending the completion of a number of proposed initiatives that would 

contribute to improved traffic management in Naas, including the completion of the Naas 

Ring Road. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that he was disappointed with the report as he thought engaging 

consultants could be a good idea.   Ms Wright stated that she did consider the motion and a 
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decision was made to wait until all the proposed initiatives in place were completed and see 

how they would impact the town before engaging consultants for another project. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Hillis that report be 

noted. 

 

NS07/1611 
Access Route known as The Alley 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore: 

That the council now move to register its title ownership of the access route known as The 

Alley, linking Rathasker Road and Kilcullen Road, Naas and that it be waymarked and 

preserved as the most likely site of the former town wall and  secured against adverse 

possession. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis . 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that, if the members were in agreement, the procedure to registration of title 

can be commenced.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Hillis and agreed by 

the members that the procedure to registration of the Alley commence. 

 
NS08/1611 

Priority Funding for Roads in the Naas Municipal District 
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett: 

That the council apply immediately for priority funding for roads in the Naas Municipal District 

directly affected by landfill operations. It should be noted the vast majority of the material 

transported to these landfills originate outside our county. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that there was no separate priority funding for roads or any additional levies or 

special contribution funds available for expenditure on roads in the Naas area.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis that report be 

noted. 
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NS09/1611 
Community Wardens 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Callaghan: 

Can the council increase the presence of Community Wardens at peak times (prior to 

schools opening and closing) during school terms at schools within the town centre to 

increase safety? There is high occurrences of double parking and cars parking in designated 

bus bays. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor  Callaghan and seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Roads Section was currently reviewing the existing Bye Laws in order 

to improve traffic and bus parking in the vicinity of schools and also examining traffic 

enforcement to ensure full compliance with parking regulations during peak school drop-off 

and pick-up times.  

 

Councillor Callaghan stated that she actually asked for an increased presence of the 

community warden at peak times in the vicinity of schools in town areas to improve safety of 

children and pedestrians. Ms Wright stated that the wardens were allowing parents to drop 

children and she stated that she would contact the wardens and ask them to try and prioritise 

their availability at peak times. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Callaghan, seconded by Councillor Kelly that the 

warden would be asked to increase their presence at peak times in the vicinity of schools in 

the town. 

 

NS10/1611 
Lighting - Inner Section of Rathasker Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore: 

What happened to the agreement in 2015 to put lights on the remainder of the inner section 

of Rathasker Road which is mostly developed as a housing area and provides a much used 

amenity walking facility, linking the town to the ring road system? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Public Lighting Engineer had examined this section of roadway in the 
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context of the County Lighting Policy (KLIPS) and the provision of street lighting was not 

proposed at this time. 

 

Councillor Moore stated that lighting in the area in question was to be carried out years ago 

but now under the current engineer, this seems to have changed. He stated that the road 

was used by amenity walkers during the day and evening. He asked that the Lighting 

Engineer attend the December meeting of the municipal district. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS11/1611 
Ongoing Traffic Problems by Residents at Blackhall Road, Punchestown 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett: 

Can the council update members on the ongoing traffic problems being experienced by 

residents at Blackhall Road, Punchestown due to the operation of two landfills in  the area? 

 

Councillor Brett stated that there was a huge volume of traffic/trucks using this road and the 

road was in a terrible condition and causing terrible problems for residents on this road. The 

District Engineer stated that this road was a public road and all vehicles were allowed to use 

it. He added that a Road Improvement Project would be required but there were no 

resources available at this time. 

The report was noted. 

 

NS12/1611 
Installation of Safety/Warning Signs - Blessington Road, Naas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett: 

Can the council install some safety/warning signs at the first bend past Beggars end on the 

Blessington Road? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the District Engineer would examine this area and update the members. 

 

The District Engineer stated that he had met with the Garda Sergeant at this site and it was 

agreed to put slow markings on bend on both sides and the matter would then be reviewed. 

The report was noted. 
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NS13/1611 

Receipt of Deputation from Midsummer Arts Festival 
The Mayor stated that the Midsummer Arts Festival had sent in a request to attend the 

December municipal district meeting and this was agreed by all the members. 

 

NS14/1611 
Office Facility in Naas Town Hall - Failte Ireland 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore: 

What happened to the request to Fáilte Ireland to accept an office facility in Naas Town Hall 

to provide tourist information to Kildare visitors? 

 

A report was received from the Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services informing the 

members that the option of using the Town Hall for a Tourist Office was raised some time 

ago but was not resolved at the time. The District Manager is a member of the board of 

County Kildare Fáilte and would raise the matter again with them at their board meeting. 

 The members would be kept updated. 

The report was noted. 

 

NS15/1611 
Presentation on Kerdiffstown Landfill Remediation 

Mr J Boland introduced Enda Hoey, Kevin Motherway and James Mulligan to the members. 

The members were briefed on the background of this project and were given a very 

comprehensive report on work carried out to date. 

  

The members were briefed on the outline design of Kerdiffstown Park. There were two 

options for this site which were managed grasslands or multi-purchase recreational park.  

The public consultation period was for six weeks from 13 April 2016 to 25 May 2016. There 

were 39 submissions received from sports clubs, community groups and local residents. All 

submissions were in favour of option 2 which included multi-purpose pitch and changing 

rooms, carparking, picnic areas, walking areas, water features and playground. Due 

consideration was given to all submissions received and it was a real opportunity to give 

something back to the area.   
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In response from questions from Councillors Moore, Power, Kelly and Hillis, Mr Motherway 

clarified that there was no hazardous waste on site found to date.  He added that the 

schedule was still the same and that it would take five years once planning permission was 

in place. He stated that cut-off walls would not be used as the site had not impacted on the 

river in five years. He clarified that soil movement would be limited while shaping the site.  

He added that the Golf Club had requested some of the land for their use but this could not 

happen as the site must be in the control of the council as they will be the licensee of the 

Environment Protection Agency Permit. He added that leachate was transported to Ringsend 

since early 2011 and a new agreement was in place with Irish Water. He added that the 

project team had plans to have information days for all persons especially those who had 

minimal access to social media etc.    

 

Councillor Moore asked that a summary of the submissions be circulated to the members. 

 

Mr Boland added that this project was progressing to design stage and he noted that clubs 

and sporting facilities had a shortage of facilities in the area.  He added that the change of 

use from landfill to amenity park would be very beneficial to all and that there would be a 

multi-purpose pitches on site for a variety of sports. 

 

He stated that a summary of submissions and the drawings for this project would be 

circulated to the members. 

 

The meeting then concluded. 

 

 

 

 
 


